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was not possible to assign any one special reason
for the change which had taken place in his dis-
position.   It was true that he had first heard
through the newspapers of the appointment of
Sir Colin Moncrieff to a post in London, whereas
he ought to have been informed at an earlier date ;
that an English officer, who had his back turned
and did not know that he was in the presence
of the Khedive, had failed to salute him; that
another English officer in the Egyptian service
had come to his reception in long boots, whereas
he ought to have come in trousers;   that an
English dragoon, who  but a few months pre-
viously had been hoeing potatoes in Somerset-
shire and who had possibly never heard that such
a person as the Khedive existed, had not risen
from his seat on the platform of a railway station
as a train bearing the Khedive swept by;  that
the Sirdar would not summarily dismiss certain
native officers who had committed no offence,
but whom the Khedive wished to cashier without
any form of trial whatsoever;  that the English
head of the police was equally recalcitrant, and
defended the cause of a native officer who had
been unfortunate enough to incur the Khedive's
wrath for some trivial offence;  and that these,
and a host of other similar incidents, clearly
showed in the eyes of a petulant boy axid his
sycophants the existence of a deliberate plan to